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“You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world”

                                                                                                                                  (Mt 5, 13-14)

Migratory context and Mission of the
Lay Scalabrinian Missionary
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III GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE LAY SCALABRINIAN MISSIONARIES

Goiás - GO, 3rd to the 6th of September of 2009
Final Document
From the 03rd to the 06th of September of 2009, in the Diocesan Pastoral Center Luis Ório, in Goiás, GO, Brazil, the III General Assembly of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionary Movement took place.  Those who participated throughout the Assembly were twenty Lay LMS and nine MSCS Sisters, with Sister Alda Monica Malvessi – Superior General of the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Saint Charles Borromeo Scalabrinians – Rome- Italy- participating in the solemnity of the opening, bringing her words of stimulus, motivation and confidence for the journey of the movement. Among the other sisters present, Sister Zenaide Ziliotto – Rome – Italy –General Counsellor MSCS and General Assessor to the LSM Movement; Sister Jucelia Dall Bello – Rome – Italy – General Counsellor – MSCS present only for the opening.  Provincial Superiors Sister Gema Vicenzi – Várzea Grande – MT – Provincial Superior Maria, Mother of the Migrants group, Sister Neusa de Fátima Mariano – São Paulo – SP – Provincial Superior of Our Lady of Aparecida, and the Assessors of the Groups: Sister Glória Dal Pozzo – Goiás – GO – Assessor to the Mary, Mother of the Migrants Group; Sister Manuela Simões – Piacenza – Italy – Assessor to the Saint Joseph Group; Sister Maruja Padre Juan – Trivandrum – India – Assessor to the Our Lady of Aparecida Group; Sister Salete Migliavacca – Porto Alegre – RS – Apostolate Coordinator for Christ the King Province, Sister Celsa Zucco – Caxias do Sul – RS – Assessor of the Immaculate Conception Group.
The general object was “To Strengthen the journey of the LSM Movement for its grater expansion and consolidation”, with an emphasis on: offering strong moments of interaction enabling the sharing and unity of the LSM Movement; to live intense moments of cultivation in the spiritual dimension; to reflect  on the actual context of human mobility and the mission of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionary; to evaluate and to define solid aspects of the organization of the Movement; to look for integration with the local community starting from the celebrations and cultural moments; and to explore the journey of the Movement for the three year term of 2009-2012, focusing on formation, mission and the organization of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionaries.
The III General Assembly had as its Central Theme: “The Migratory Context and the Mission of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionary”, and as its motto: “You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world” (Mt. 5, 13-14). From these illuminations, the following were developed:
1) A retreat in the light of the Gospel of Matthew (5, 13-16), delving deeper into the motto of the Assembly;
2) A lecture on “The Migratory Context and the Mission of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionary.”
Identification:
The LSM Movement is an international movement, present in Europe, America, Africa and Asia. 
We are Lay Scalabrinian Missionaries, revealing ourselves as being aware of the migratory phenomenon and sensitive to the life and history of persons on the move.  Welcoming is our calling card and our mission is to witness and announce the love of God among the migrants.  We are always engaged in service to the migrants, in the different ways that creativity, necessity and the Scalabrinian Charisma itself brings up, in the diverse contexts. 
Our priority as LSM is to assume as a fundamental option to witness to Jesus Christ in the world of human mobility, announcing the Gospel and being instruments of growth of unity among all the people in God.
We share the same Charisma as the Missionary Sisters of Saint Charles Borromeo – Scalabrinians, by vocation, to be better formed and to develop the mission with better efficacy.  The mission of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionary is a unique way of being.  It is a gift of service to the migrants in communion with the local church and in collaboration with the MSCS Congregation, sharing and living the Scalabrinian Charisma with creativity. 
THE LSM MISSION:
We, Lay Scalabrinian Missionaries, welcoming the call and the apostolic sending as Gift of God, live with readiness and happiness, in service to the migrants in most need, giving specific expression to our baptismal vocation.  We realize that our mission, witnessing our Christian and ethic commitment, through giving, love, solidarity, welcoming, integral promotion of the migrant person, committing ourselves to the realization of solid actions, and to making community and society aware to a respectful and open welcoming in solidarity with the migrants and refugees in the always more complex migratory context. 
The reports that were presented during the III General Assembly of the Movement, by the coordinators of the five LSM groups present, and the significant witness of life and of service to the migrants are a living expression of the Scalabrinian Charisma in the world of human mobility, that characterize the missionary action of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionary Movement:
· in the coordination and execution of the projects of promotion, training and generating income for the migrants, social projects for communitarian health, socio-educative projects of literacy and professionalization of the migrants, in particular women;
· in the attending and welcoming of the migrant in bus stations, in government housing, in

the camps set up for the landless and welcoming houses for migrants, reaching diverse ethnic groups, religions and cultures;

· action in the migratory pastoral in the dioceses and parishes, in communion with the other
· social pastorals and in working in network with movements, associations, local and international institutions, in favor of the migrants and their families;

· in the psychological and spiritual orientation with the migrants and their families; visits to the sick migrants in hospitals, support houses, houses of health and prisons, welcoming and accompaniment for the migrant families that arrive and orientation for the ones leaving;
· in the social and juridical assistance to the migrants and refugees, contributing to their defence and human rights;
· Celebrating National Migrant Day, as well as Migrant Week;

· Working in the social communication media, having in mind the concretization of the migratory phenomenon and the divulgation of the Scalabrinian Mission;

· In the effective actuation in welcoming centers, orientation, listening, documentation, the study of languages and attending the various categories of migrants; in the promotion campaigns for clothes, food, house building and others, for the migrants and their families, who find themselves in an emergency situation;
· Ecclesial insertion with a more effective participation in the vocational and educational pastoral, in social movements and small ecclesial communities.
Priorities assumed for the three-year term 2009-20012

Movement in general:

· Strengthening the identity of the LSM Movement so that it can be a significant expression in society, in the Church, in the MSCS Congregation and in the world of human mobility beginning the process of the reorganization of the General Directives, as well as the regulating of life in just one document to be recognized by the Church.
Formation:
· Application of the Formation Manual organizing and systematizing it in stages with its own methodology in view of the commitment.
Communication:

· Dynamization and qualification of communication among the LSM, in the nucleus, group, regional and world, creating a system of tecnological instruments to facilitate communication and reflection among the members and the general counsel and the groups to increase communion among the members of the Movement. 
Mission:

· The elaboration on the group and nucleus level, of a socio-pastoral project, that contemplates social and LSM Missionary action, in service to the migrants.

Economy:
Definition on the general counsel level of a strategy and instruments to find ways of implementing economic resources according to Proposal nº 03 – Economy – Final Document of the I General Assembly of the LSM Movement – 2003 and accepted by the II General Assembly. 
Challenges and perspectives of the LSM 

Retained from the II General Assembly:

· A deepening and living of the Scalabrinian spirituality and values.
· Witnessing as a Lay Scalabrinian Missionary to the family, Church and society in general
· The ability to do something for the cause of the migrants and to awaken new vocations to the LSM Movement

· The promotion of unity and integration between the integrants of the LSM Movement with the MSCS Sisters, to fortify and consolidate their identity as LSM Movement in its mission with the migrants.
· The continuation and amplyifcation of programms of PARTNERSHIP with other Institutions and Organizations with the objective to amplfy the action of the Movement and to favor the well being of the migrants and refugees (General Directive of the Movement – article nº 12). 
Challenges and perspective emerging from the III General Assembly
· To look for new initiatives of Scalabrinian living together with the migrants.
· To maintain the involvement of the Movement in actions of socio-environmental responsibility.
· To promote peace through inter-religious and ecumenical dialogue.
·  To effectively assume the prayerful reading of the Word of God.
Proposals maintained from the II General Assembly:

1. The elaboration of the LSM Movement history starting from the founding and the evolution of the group with its respective nucleuses, the present ones as well as those that made up this history, rescuing significant facts and happenings that marked their journey. 
2. The development of actions together between the LSM Movement the Sisters of the MSCS Congregation.
3. To contemplate the programming of the LSM Movement in all its levels in the vocational dimension, i.e., promote laical vocations, as well as new vocations to the MSCS Congregation.
4. The continuation of Pilgrimages to Marian Sanctuaries, the tomb of Saint Charles, of Blessed J. B. Scalabrini, the niches of the Servant’s of God, Mother Assunta and Father Marchetti and other Scalabrinian places.
Proposals immersed in the III General Assembly of the LSM Movement
1. Divulgation in different languages of a FOLDER that presents the Movement and to articulate communication within and outside of the LSM Movement.
2. To amplify sources of Formation for the study, reflection and deepening of specific themes for the Lay Scalabrinian Missionaries.

3. The dinamization of a day of prayer during the month, with the intention for all the Lay Scalabrinian Missionaries, to fortify communion and unity among themselves.

4. Daily praying of the Lay Scalabrinian Missionary prayer.
5. To begin the process of the construction of the social statues in the social context of the country.
6. Incenivate the groups so that they have instruments of communication between the nucleuses and its members.

Conculsion:


Fortified by the Word of God, “You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world (Mt. 5, 13-16)” we repeat in the light of the day that which God told us in the dark, we shout from the roof tops that which we here in a whispered voice.  You must not be afraid of men, denouncing injustices, being the voice of those who have no voice and putting ourselves side by side with the weakest and the migrants, above all the most poor and abandoned and we defend their human dignity.  We remember the words of Blessed Scalabrini: “Laity, you also must be apostles.”
“You must also be apostles, even you, brothers, i.e. men of action and sacrifice, zealous for the honor of God and of the Church, for the salvation of souls.

 You can, even though you are laity, exercise, in the small world around you, the apostleship of the word, using a language that edifies, in convesations, in instruction and in correction. 
The apostlship of example, professing openenly, without fear of man, your faith!
The apostleship of charity, helping the poor, visiting the sick, counseling the afflicted, doing good to all.

The apostleship of civilization, cooperating in the distruction of sin, that makes the people miserable and in incrementing justice that makes nations prosper.

Yes! 
In the extreme needs of a nation, all citizens are soldiers.

In the extreme needs of the Church all Christian must be burning and generous apostles. 
It is time to plant and to reap.  We are called to be the salt and the light of the world of migration.  We are convoked by the force of the Charisma to be in the Church and society Lay Scalabrinians Missionaries, a sign of hope and of liberation for the people on the journey. We are called to be promoters of dialogue, of justice, of intercultural relations and to contribute to the golobalization of solidarity and of the universal citizenship in the different contexts of modernity.
May Mary, Mother of the Migrants, Pilgrim of Hope, may Blessed João Batista Scalabrini, Mother Assunta, Farther Jose Marchetti and Saint Carlos Borromeo accompany us on our road of love for Christ and for the Church and fortify us in the mission.
Go and be salt of the earth and light of the world, and an instrument of the “Good News” in the world of migrations.

Goiás, 06th of Setember of 2009
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“The Holy Spirit assures me that those who teach others the way of justice will shine like the stars for all of eternity”


(Scalabrini)








